
 
July 23, 2019 Joseph Szafran 
 External Affairs Manager 

  856-955-4304 
  joseph.szafran@amwater.com  

 

PRESS RELEASE                                                                 www.amwater.com 

American Water Charitable Foundation Awards $300,000 to Union Sportsmen’s Alliance 
 

Camden, N.J. (July 23, 2019) — The American Water Charitable Foundation (AWCF) and the 
Union Sportsmen’s Alliance (USA) are pleased to announce a $300,000 grant in support of their 
growing partnership and shared commitment to unite the union community in preservation of 
North America’s outdoor heritage.  
 
“The American Water Charitable Foundation is pleased to continue our support of the Union 
Sportsmen’s Alliance through a multi-year grant directly benefiting the USA’s all-volunteer 
Work Boots on the Ground program,” said AWCF Chair Fred Myers. “Work Boots on the 
Ground brings union members and American Water employees together to volunteer their time 
and skills on water-related conservation projects that benefit the communities we serve. This has 
been a great partnership and we look forward to the next three years.” 
 
“We are honored to continue working with American Water and the American Water Charitable 
Foundation,” said USA CEO and Executive Director Scott Vance. “The projects our union 
volunteers have already completed with their support, along with those that will be executed 
under this new agreement, will benefit local communities for years to come.” 
 
The three-year grant agreement will support the USA’s Work Boots on the Ground (WBG) 
conservation program, which unites labor union members to complete conservation, public 
access, education and outreach projects in communities across the country. 
 
“American Water’s dedication to our shared mission has fueled the completion of a number of 
critical conservation and community access projects, and their continued support will help us 
expand our conservation and outreach programs nationwide,” added USA Director of 
Conservation and Community Outreach Forrest Parker. 
 
Over the past two years, the USA and AWCF have collaborated on a series of projects to 
improve public facilities and enhance access to recreational waters. Their first joint effort 
resulted in the construction of a large boat storage structure at Harrison Bay State Park in 
Tennessee, which is used to shelter watercraft available for public use. 
 
The organizations also joined forces to construct a non-motorized boat ramp at Minnie Ha Ha 
Park in Sunset Hills, Missouri, as well as wheelchair-accessible fishing piers on Griffin 
Reservoir near Scranton, Pennsylvania, and at Jacobson Park in Lexington, Kentucky. 
 
The funding and volunteer union labor vital to the completion of these and other similar projects 
has been greatly appreciated by local agencies and municipalities, which in many cases would 
have put construction and restoration plans on hold due to budget constraints. 
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The new agreement will finance up to 10 additional projects, each involving the restoration of 
outdoor recreational sites, the creation of better access to outdoor areas, the enhancement of fish 
and wildlife habitat, or introducing new participants to outdoor activities. 
 
The new three-year agreement was initially announced on July 16 at the USA’s Fundraising Gala 
at AFL-CIO headquarters in Washington, D.C. The program will be administered by American 
Water’s nonprofit organization, the American Water Charitable Foundation (AWCF).   
 
About the Union Sportsmen’s Alliance  
Union Sportsmen’s Alliance (USA): The USA is a union-dedicated, 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization whose members hunt, fish, shoot and volunteer their skills for conservation. The 
USA is uniting the union community through conservation to preserve North America’s outdoor 
heritage. For more information, visit www.unionsportsmen.org or connect on Facebook, Twitter 
and Instagram. 
 
Work Boots on the Ground (WBG): WBG is the USA’s flagship conservation program that 
brings together union members willing to volunteer their time and expertise to conservation 
projects that improve and enhance public access to the outdoors, conserve wildlife habitat, 
restore America’s parks and mentor youth in the outdoors. The USA’s Work Boots on the 
Ground program works closely with federal, state and local agencies and other conservation 
groups to provide manpower needed to complete critical projects that may otherwise go undone. 
 
About American Water 
With a history dating back to 1886, American Water is the largest and most geographically 
diverse U.S. publicly traded water and wastewater utility company. The company employs more 
than 7,100 dedicated professionals who provide regulated and market-based drinking water, 
wastewater and other related services to more than 14 million people in 46 states. American 
Water provides safe, clean, affordable and reliable water services to our customers to make sure 
we keep their lives flowing. For more information, visit amwater.com and follow American Water 
on Twitter, Facebook and LinkedIn. 
 
About the American Water Charitable Foundation 
Established in 2010 with a founding contribution from American Water, the American Water 
Charitable Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that provides a formal way to 
demonstrate the company’s ongoing commitment to being a good neighbor, citizen, and 
contributor to the communities where American Water and its employees live, work and operate. 
The Foundation helps support American Water employee-identified nonprofit endeavors. More 
information can be found online at amwater.com/corporate-responsibility.  
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